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Johnson to run for SAG president

Membership First namesher official candidate

By DAVE MCNARY

Anne-Marie Johnson is the officigiresidential candidate for the Membership First ticket, hoping to
regain controbf the Screen Actors Guild national board, as Alan Rosenberg opts &s&tep

"Fairly or unfairly, I'm a bit tainted in terms of getting elecégrin,” Rosenberg toldaily Varietyat
a fundraising event Sunday #te home of national board members Joe Bologna and Renee Taylor.
"For me, thigs all about our team winning."

Rosenberg, who said conditionally last motitat he was running for a third twear term, said he is
stepping aside becaudehnson has a better shot at winning after he's been so strongly identified with
the numerous bruising battles within SAG for the past four years. Hetiidehtly opposed

ratification of SAG's featurprimetime deal but wasnpersuasive as a surprisingly high 78% of
members endorsed the pact.

Johnsorwill face Ken Howard and possibly Seymour Cassel for the presidency. Howsaadsg
the Unite for Strength ticket as the sstyled moderates seekitwrease their narrow board majority,
first achieved last fall when he and fathers were elected.

In a brief speech at the fundraiser, Johnson strekaédhe's more experienced than Howard at a time
when SAG faces multiplehallenges on such fronts as prepping for the next round of contract
negotiations with the Alliance of Motion Picture & Television Produaeamdated to go from Oct. 1

to Nov. 15 next year.

"There's no time for learningn the job," she said. "I've been a member of six SAG negotiating
committeesand Ken has spent one year on the national board."

Johnson also remindedipporters that Membership First needs to present a united front for the
elections, which will conclude Sept. 24. "We don't have time for pifgrences,” she added.
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